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LETTER FROM THE
COORDINATOR

Dear Reader

| am pleased to share with you the lat
updates on SANEI.

SANEI has completed five years as
research network in South Asia in June 20

across the region and among the resea
community in South Asia. Around 50 research projects on div
areas of economic development in South Asia, have been fu
by SANEI through its regional research competitions over
period. Researchers involved in SANEI sponsored projects
crossed 100. SANH'eforts have been directed towards tapp
the enormous potential of talent in the region, nurturing it
rewarding achievements. While ensuring that competition se
talents, and discovers potentials and promising projects, SA
has also endeavoured to reach out to wider audiences and
institutes.

In a major departure from its earlier stance, SANEI in the I3
(sixth) round, has opened up its research competition to all bra
of social sciences. | am pleased to inform you that Prof A
Appadurai, Professor ahthrolpology Yale Universitywill review
research proposals in areas like anthropology and socidlogy
results of this round will be declared shartly

The Fifth Annual SANEI Conference was held in Colomb

during August 15-17 2003. SANEI and ICRIER will be involveq
a major way with the forthcoming Fifth Annual GDN Conferer
onUnderstanding Refornts be held in New Delhi in Janual
2004. ICRIER is the coorganiser for the Conference. Detai
the ICRIER and SANEI sessions at the Conference, is cont
in the pages that follow

With best wishes,
)oind Vieww
Arvind Virmani
Coordinator

We have increased our visibility and presen

SANEIV

In the fifth round of funding , Sanei approved 12

pgtroposals out of the 45 research proposals which
were submitted. Out of these 6 were from India, 2
from Pakistan, 2 from Nepal and 2 were collaborative

%tudies between India and Sri-Lanka. The Research
\dvisory Panel, who evaluated the proposals

ré@mprised of Prof. T N Srinivasan, Dr Mohsin Khan,

eBeof. Wahiduddin Mahmud and Prof. Siddiqur R

ndesinani.

this

r;]"’gE‘aducation Research Initiative

and

leS§@nei launched the Education Research Initiative in

NEIO2. This was a new area of research being

egfBhsored by SANEI. The modus operandi for the
project was kept similar to the regional research

eCS:;[)mpetitions organised under the aegis of SANEI.

D

it

nches
rjun 20 proposals were received in this area , from a

wide cross section of institutes across the South
Asian region . In addition to economic research
institutes , proposals were submitted by researchers
from Social Science institutes and NGOs. 6 projects
i:x?vere approved for funding. Among the proposals
capproved for funding , there was a collaborative
y project between India and Bangladesh ,there were

Istofo projects from India, and one each from

iilE&hgladesh , Pakistan and Sri-Lanka .PfoPaul
Schultz (Yale University) reviewed proposals
submitted in this area.
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S. No. Subject Collaborating Country Name of
Institutes Researcher (s)
1. Health Insurance for the Poor Indian Council for India Rajeev Ahuja
in India Research on

International Relations
(ICRIER), New Delhi

2. Indo Sri Lanka Trade in Indian Council for India Nisha Taneja,
Services: FTA Il and Beyond Research on Arpita Mukherjee
International Relations
(ICRIER), New Delhi

Institute for Policy

i Sanath Jayanetti
Studies, Colombo StiLanka d
3. Economic Consequences of  Centre for Development |ndia K C Zachariah
Gulf Migration in South Asia:  Studies, S Irudaya Rajan
Case Study of Kerala, India and Thiruvananthapuram Godfrey Gunatileke
Sri Lanka . Myrtle Perera
Marga Institute, SriLanka
Colombo
4.  Groundwater Markets in West Department of India Bhaswar Moitra
Bengal, India: Emergence, Economics, Jadavpur

Evolution and Market Structure University, Calcutta

Centre for Studies in
Social Sciences,

Pranab Kumar Das

Calcutta
5. Agricultural Production, Pakistan Institute of Pakistan Munir Ahmad
Access to Land and rural Development G M Arif
Poverty in Pakistan: A Economics, Islamabad
Quantitative Analysis
6.  Stock Market Liberalisations:  Pakistan Institute of Pakistan Fazal Husain
The South Asian Experience  Development Abdul Qayyum
Economics, Islamabad
7. Policy Regimes and Economies Centre for Development |ndia M Suresh Babu
of Scale in Indian Studies, Trivandram,
Manufacturing Kerala
8. Foreign Aid Utilisation at Institute for Integrated ~ Nepal Babu Ram Shrestha,
Grass-roots Level Development Studies Heet Singh Shrestha,
(IDS), Kathamandu Shiv Raj Bhatt
9.  Trade off Between Publicand Youth for Unity & India Salil Mehta,
Private Management of Water Voluntary Action Raghav Narsalay,
Services for the Urban Poor: A (YUVA), Mumbai Aruna Anand,




S. No.

10.

11.

12.

S. No.

Subject

Can Markets Value Water
Scarcity and Quality? An
Analysis Using Hedonic
Approach

Planning for Sustainable Fores: National Institute of

Management: An Environment Public Finance & Policy

Integrated Social Accounting
Matrix Approach

Economic Development and
Reform in Nepal with

Reference to Reform Process in pevelopment (IPRAD)

India

Subject

The Effectiveness of Private
versus Public Schools in
Bangladesh (and Pakistan)

A Cost Analysis of Medical
Education In India

Human Capital Formation and
Economic Growth in India: A
CGE Analysis

Education’s role on
Employment and Earnings in
SriLanka

An Analysis of Drop Outs and
Inter-School Movements:
Evidence from Panel Data

A Study of Secondary
Education in Bangladesh and
West Bengal

Collaborating Country
Institutes
Madras School of India
Economics, Chennai
India
(NIPFP), New Delhi
Institute of Policy Nepal
Research and
Internal Inspection
Department, Nepal
Rastra Bank
Collaborating Country
Institutes
Village Research and Bangladesh

Service Centre, Dhaka

Centre for Development |ndia
Studies, Kerala

National Council of
Applied Economic
Research, New Delhi

India

Institute of Policy SriLanka
Studies of Sri Lanka,

Colombo

Pakistan Institute of Pakistan
Development

Economics, Islamabad

Institute of Business
Administration,
University of Dhaka

Bangladesh

Department of India
Economics,Visva Bharati

University

SANEI NEWS

Name of
Researcher (s)

G S Haripriya
Vinish Kathuria

Gopinath Pradhan

Dilli Raj Khanal
Pushpa Raj Rajkarnikar

Dilli Ram Upreti
Keshav Prasad Acharya

Name of
Researcher (s)

M Niaz Asadullah
Syed Jaglul Pasha

Chinnappan Gasper
J Teresa Sobhana

Basanta K Pradhan
Vijay Prakash Ojha

Nisha Arunatilake
Henry Shelton
Wanasinghe,

Asha Gunawardena

Faiz Bilguees Firoze
Muhammad Igbal
Munir Ahmad

Abdul Qayyum
Najam Us Sagqib

Muzaffer Ahmed

Sarbaijit Sengupta
Srabani Chakrabarty



VOL=lIl, NOV 2003

]
SANEI VI

In response to the Call for Proposals for the sixth round departure from earlier trends , SANEI opened up the
funding , SANEI received well over 80 research proposafmpetition to all branches of social sciences. The
—almost double that in the previous round . In a significarroposals are in the process of being reviewed by the RAP

SANEI Welcomes on Board New RAP Member

Prof Arjun Appadurai
Professor of Anthropology
Department of Anthorpology
Yale University
USA

SANEI and GDN

SANEI participated at the Fourth Annual GDN Conference(Institute of Policy Studies, Sri Lanka) and Dr Dipankar
held in Cairo (January 19-21, 2003)®@lobalisationand  Gupta (Centre for the Study of Social Systems, Jawahar
Equity at the Network Heads’ Meeting, the GDNet Lal Nehru Universitylndia). These papers had been
Representatives Meeting, the Knowledge Fair and a sessieobmmissioned by SANEI. DiShankarAcharya,
on South Asia. ProfessarlCRIER, was a Panelist at a sessionldre’
Role of the tate in a Globalising Wld'. The

Dr. Arvind Virmani was invited to Chair the session on Conference further saw South Asian reserachers shortlisted
South Asia where two papers Begional Perspectives as GDN award finalists under the various categories of
on Globalisationyvere presented by DBisira Jayasuriya awards.
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Fifth Annual Conference

The Fifth Annual Conference of SANEI was held at
Colombo, Sri Lanka during August 457, 2003. Hon.
Milinda Moragoda Esq. MPMinister of Economic
Reforms, Science &chnologySri Lanka, delivered the
iInaugural address.

Researchers undertaking projects under SANEI
Round Il presented their final reports o Béigust.
Members of RAP (Research Advisory Panel) gave their
comments on these papers. The researchers would need
to incorporate these comments in their final reports and
submit the final revised versions to SANEI.

The Conference brought together around 70 participants

from the SANEI member countries in South Asia  p.ot MariansTommasi. Chairman Department of
(Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, &illanka).  gconomics, Universidad de san Andres, Argentina,
Chairman SANEI, members of the Steering Committee ygjiyered a public lecture on the evening of August 16,

members of the Research Advisory Panel, SANEl o453 on the Political Economy of Reforms with

researchers and GDN (Global Development Network)eference targentinaThe lecture was chaired by Mr

representatives were present at the forum. A S Jayawardena, Govern@entral Bank

of Sri-Lanka.

Work-in-progress of the research
projects due for completion under SANEI
Round IV and the new projects approved
under SANEI Round V were also presented
during the Conference. The presentations
were followed by discussions and comments
from the RAP

Dr. Mohsin Khan, RAPnembermaking
observations during a session at the conference.
Seated to his right is Prof T N Srinivasan,
Chairman, SANEI

Minister, Milinda Moragoda making his obseations

at the inaugural session. Seated from left to right are:
Dr Arvind Mirmani, Mr Basil llangakoon, Rof
Srinivasan and Dr Llyod Fernando
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SANEI-ICRIER Public Lecture on ‘Political Economy of Reforms’ by
Prof. Mariano T ommasi

SANEI and the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER) organised a lecture by
Prof MarianoTommasi on the “Political

Economy of Reforms” on August 13, 2003 in

New Delhi. Prof.Tommasi, a distinguished

Political Economist and the Chairman of the

Department of Economics, Universidad de san

Andres, Argentina is also the Director of Centre

of Studies for Institutional Development,

Argentina.

Prof Mariano Tommasi (cen#) delivering the lectr.
Seated on his right is D&rvind Mrmani and to his left,
Mr N K Singh, MembePlanning Commission (India)

Education Research Workshop

SANEI organised a workshop on the
Education Research Initiative on
November 17 2003, in New Delhi. There
are 6 approved projects under this intiative.
Researchers engaged in these projects,
presented their work in progress reports
at this workshop. There were around 20
participants at the workshop including
Members of the SANEI Steering
Committee from Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
and Sri Lanka. Prof Abhijit Banerjee,

Professor of Economics, MIServed as

Prof. Abhijit Banerjee (right) and DArvind Mrmani (left) at the Educaiton Resedr the Resource Person for the Workshop.
Workshop.
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Steering Committee Meetings

The Steering Committee of SANEI met in New Delhi
on May 19, 2003 and in Colombo on August 17,
2003.

The meetings were chaired by Prof. T N
Srinivasan. DA R Kemal (Pakistan), DM
Govinda Rao (India), Mr Basil llangakoon (Sri
Lanka), Dr D NDhungel (Nepal), Dr M
Asaduzzaman (Bangladesh) and\B1ind Virmani
(Secretary CoordinatoSANEI) attended the
meetings.

Prof TN Srinivasan and DArvind Mirmani at the meeting of
the SANEI Steering Committee in New Delhi (May 19, 2003)

The tenth meeting of the Steering Committee was
held in New Delhi on November 17, 2003.

The Bnth $erring Committee Meeting in pgress. Seated
from left to right: Dr M Assaduzzaman (Bangladesh), Mrs
Subhobota Ray (FellowlCRIER), Mr Basil llangakoon

(Sri Lanka), DrArvind Mrmani (Secetary Coodinator,
SANEI), Dr D N Dhungel (Nepal) and Dr M Govinda Rao
(India).

Public Lecture by Prof Abhijit banerjee

SANEI-ICRIER jointly organised a Public
Lecture by Prof Abhijit Banerjee, Profes-
sor of Economics, MlTon théAbrld Bank

of the Futue: MakingAid Work on No-
vember 17 2003 in New Delhi. Dr Arvind
Virmani, Directoy ICRIER, chaired the
Lecture.

Prof. Abhijit Banerjee delivering the
lecture. Seated to his left is D&rvind
Virmani
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Fifth GDN Conference

The Fifth Annual GDN Conference ohderstanding  (East Asia Development Network) are co-organising a

Reforms'will be held in New Delhi during January 28-  gessjon onEconomic Reforms in South and East Asia
30,2004. Indian Council for Research on International :o Comparative Perspective’ICRIER will also have a

Economic Relations(ICRIER), New Delhi is a gpecial session at the conference'Beonomic Reforms:
coorganiser for the conference . SANEI and EADN policy and Institutions’.

SANEI & EADN SESSION
Thursday, January 29, 2004
4:30 p.m~6:00 p.m.

Parallels 4: Inter-Regional Perspectives of Reform
Economic reforms in South and East Asia: A comparative
perspective

Co-chairs: Arvind Virmani, SANEI, India
Chia SiowYue, EADN, Singapore

Presenters: T N SrinivasanYale University
Wing ThyeWoo, UC Davis (thc)

Discussants: Min Tang, Chief Economist&DB, China (tbc)
Wahiduddin Mahmud, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh

ICRIER SESSION
Wednesday January 28, 2004
11:00 a.m=~-1:00 p.m.

Parallels 1 Multidisciplinary Perspectives of Reform
Economic Aspects. Economic Reforms: Policy and Institutions

Chair: Vijay Kelkar, Advisor to FM, Minister of thet&te

Presenter: Arvind Virmani, ICRIER, India

Discussants: Ira Gang, Rutgers UniversjtNew JerseyUSA
Alvaro Forteza, Universidad de la Republica
Montivideo, Uruguay

South Asia Network of Economic research Institutes
Core-6A, 4th Flogrindia Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delh10@03, India
Tel: 91-11-24692070, 24646329,2 4645218-19-20, Fax:B24620180, Email: director@icriggs.in
Visit us atwwwsaneinetwork.ay




