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INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS  

 
 

General Information 
 

SANEI Steering Committee Meeting will be held at the Specialty Lounge, Dhaka Sheraton 

Hotel, Dhaka, Bangladesh on March 14, 2011.  

 

         The opening of the Meeting will be at 09.00 hours on Monday, March 14, 2011.  

 

SANEI/Organizing Secretariat  
 

The Meeting is organized by the SANEI Secretariat, Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

 

For information regarding organizational aspect of the conference, please contact: 

 

Samiul Ahsan 

Manager, SANEI Secretariat 

Telephone: 88 02 9118324 

Fax: 88 02 8181237, 

Cell: + 88 01746 224 654 

E-mail: saneibd@gmail.com 

 

Hotel Accommodation  
 

4. Accommodation for participants has been arranged at:  
 

The Dhaka Sheraton Hotel 

1 Minto Road 

Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Tel: + 88 02 833 0001 / 835 8060 
Fax: +88 02 8331370 

Web: sheraton.com/Dhaka  
 

5. Contact Person at the hotel:  

    

Mr. Samchhul Alam 

Assistant Sales Manager 

Tel: + 88 02 833 0001 / 835 8060 
Cell: +88 01713 062 027 

Fax:  +88 02 8331370 
Web: sheraton.com/Dhaka 
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List of Participants: 

 
- Wahiduddin Mahmud, Bangladesh 

- Isher Judge Ahluwalia, India 

- G M Arif, Pakistan 

- Mustafa K Mujeri, Bangladesh 

- M Govinda Rao, India 

- Parthasarathi Shome, India 
 

Other Helpful Information: 
 

• All the sessions of the Meeting will be held at the Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

• All guests staying at the hotel will be handed over an Information Pack with details of the 

Meeting. 

• SANEI will reimburse (as per GDN rules) only for the Premium economy/economy class air 

ticket upon submitting the original copy of the invoice and boarding pass. Visa fees will not be 

reimbursed. 

• SANEI will not bear any expenses for consumption of Hard Drinks, Room Service and any type 

of Local/International Telephone calls made by the guest; the guest is solely liable.  

• Facilities offered by the Dhaka Sheraton Hotel include:  
 

1. Complimentary buffet breakfast per room per night 

2. Complimentary welcome fruits basket on arrival 

3. Complimentary two bottle local mineral water per day 

4. Tea/Coffee making facility in room 

5. Free use of Health Club, Sauna and Jacuzzi 

6. Free Daily English News paper 

7. Airport Pick-up and Drop-off  
 

Transportation 

 
The Airport Pick-up & Drop-off: The Dhaka Sheraton Hotel has taken the responsibility for 

transportation facilities of the guests from and to the airport. The representatives of the Dhaka 

Sheraton Hotel will be waiting with name placards of the guests and receive them at the Airport 

Counter.  In case of any inconvenience, please communicate with the contact persons of the hotel 

or the SANEI Secretariat. 

 

Working Language of the Conference 
 

All events will be conducted in English, and all documentation will be issued only in 

English.  
 

Foreign Exchange  
 

Money can be exchanged at any one of the numerous foreign exchange conversion units 

including banks. Money exchange facility is also available at the airport on arrival. 

  

 Money can also be exchanged at the hotel. The hotel reception/concierge can direct you 

to the money exchange office available in the hotel vicinity. 
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OVERVIEW OF DHAKA  

 

Dhaka is the capital city of Bangladesh; located on the banks of the Buriganga River. 

Dhaka, along with its metropolitan area, has a population of around 13 million, making it the 

largest city in Bangladesh. Dhaka is known as the City of Mosques and renowned for producing the 

world's finest muslin. Under Mughal rule in the 17th century, the city was known as Jahangir 

Nagar. The modern city, however, was developed chiefly under British rule in the 19th century, 

and became the second-largest city in Bengal after Calcutta (presently Kolkata). After the Partition 

of Bengal in 1905, Dhaka became the capital of the new province of Eastern Bengal and Assam but 

lost its status as a provincial capital again after the partition was annulled in 1911. After the 

partition of India in 1947, Dhaka became the administrative capital of East Pakistan, and later, in 

1971, the capital of an independent Bangladesh. In recent decades, Dhaka has seen 

modernization of transport, communications and public works. It is also experiencing an 

increasing influx of people from across the nation. 

 

DHAKA’S CLIMATE 

 

Dhaka experiences a hot, wet and humid tropical climate. The city has a distinct 

monsoonal season, with an annual average temperature of 25 °C (77 °F) and monthly means 

varying between 18 °C (64 °F) in January and 29 °C (84 °F) in August. Nearly 80% of the annual 

average rainfall of 1,854 millimeters (73 in) occurs between May and September.
 
 

 

Average Climatic Condition of Dhaka in March: 

 

Minimum Temperature 18 °C; Maximum Temperature 33 °C; Relative Humidity 38%. 

 

CULTURE OF DHAKA 

 

As the most populous city of Bangladesh, Dhaka has a vibrant cultural life. Annual 

celebrations for Independence Day (March 26), Language Martyrs' Day (February 21) and Victory 

Day (December 16) are prominently celebrated across the city. Dhaka's people congregate at the 

Shaheed Minar and the Jatiyo Smriti Soudho to remember the national heroes of the liberation 

war. These occasions are observed with public ceremonies and rallies in public grounds. Pohela 

Baishakh, the Bengali New Year, falls annually on April 14 and is popularly celebrated across the 
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city. The Muslim festivals of Eid ul-Fitr, Eid ul-Adha & Hindu festival Durga Puja witnesses 

widespread celebrations across the city. 

 

Though restaurants offering multinational cuisine and fastfood chains like KFC, Pizza Hut 

etc have opened up in the city but unique Dhakai delicacies like Glassey, Hajir Biryani (Haji's 

Biryani), Fakhruddin Biryani, Mama Halim, Borhani etc are still very popular amongst Dhakaiyas. 

These delicacies are even offered to state guests. Dhakai Bakarkhani is the traditional food/snack 

of the people of old Dhaka. 

 

Despite the growing popularity of music groups and rock bands, traditional folk music 

remains widely popular. The works of the national poet Kazi Nazrul Islam and national anthem 

writer Rabindranath Tagore have a widespread following across Dhaka. The Baily Road area is 

known as Natak Para (Theater Neighborhood) which is the center of Dhaka's thriving theater 

movement. This area is also credited for the revival of the Jamdani due to the many local saree 

stores selling and promoting these locally hand-made age old traditional Bengali sarees.  

 

DHAKA: HERITAGE AND SIGHTSEEING 

 

Star Mosque, locally known as Tara Masjid, is 

a mosque located in Dhaka, Bangladesh. It is situated 

at the Armanitola area of the old part of the city. The 

mosque has ornate designs and is decorated with 

motifs of blue stars. It was built in the first half of the 

19th century by one Mirza Golam Pir. 

 

 

 

Dhakeshwari National Temple is a famous Hindu 

temple in Dhaka, Bangladesh and is state-owned, giving it 

the distinction of Bangladesh's "National Temple". The 

name "Dhakeshwari" means "Goddess of Dhaka". The 

temple is located southwest of the Salimullah Hall of 

Dhaka University. Since the destruction of Ramna Kali 

Mandir in 1971 by the Pakistan Army during the 

Bangladesh Liberation War, the Dhakeshwari Temple has 

assumed status as the most important Hindu place of 

worship in Bangladesh.  

 

 

Lalbagh Fort (also known as "Fort Aurangabad") is 

an incomplete Mughal palace fortress at the Buriganga 

River in the southwestern part of Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

Construction was commenced in 1678 by Prince 

Muhammad Azam during his 15-month long vice-royalty of 

Bengal, but before the work could complete, he was 

recalled by Aurangzeb. His successor, Shaista Khan, did not 

complete the work, though he stayed in Dhaka up to 1688. 

His daughter Bibi Pari (Lady Fairy) died here in 1684 and 

this led him to consider the fort to be ominous. 
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Ahsan Manzil was the 

official residential palace and 

seat of the  Dhaka Nawab 

Family. It is situated on the 

banks of the Buriganga River in 

Bangladesh. The palace is now a 

museum. It is constructed in the 

Indo-Saracenic Revival 

architecture. 

 

 

The Shaheed Minar is a national monument in 

Dhaka, Bangladesh, established to commemorate 

those killed during the Language Movement 

demonstrations of 1952. On February 21, 1952, 

dozens of students and political activists were killed 

when the Pakistani police force opened fire on Bengali 

protesters who were demanding equal status to their 

native tongue, Bangla. The Shaheed Minar was 

designed and built by Hamidur Rahman, a Bangladeshi 

sculptor.  

 

 

Jatiyo Sangsad Bhaban is 

the National Assembly Building 

of Bangladesh, located in the 

capital Dhaka. It was created by 

architect Louis I. Kahn and is one 

of the largest legislative 

complexes in the world. It 

houses all parliamentary 

activities of Bangladesh. 

 

 

Jatiyo Smriti Soudho or National Martyrs' Memorial 

is a monument in Bangladesh. It is the symbol of the valour 

and the sacrifice of those killed in the Bangladesh Liberation 

War of 1971, which brought the independence of 

Bangladesh from Pakistani rule. The monument is located in 

Savar, about 35km north-west of the capital, Dhaka.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on Dhaka please visit http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhaka 
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SHOPPING ATTRACTIONS IN DHAKA  

 

AARONG - The Leading Fashion House in Bangladesh 

 

Aarong is a chain of retail outlets located in the major cities of Bangladesh. 

It is an enterprise of BRAC, the largest non-governmental development 

organization in the world. Aarong plays the role of protector and promoter of traditional 

Bangladeshi products and designs. As a results Aarong’s product designs has brought consumer 

attention back to the products and styles that are indigenous to Bangladesh, its designers 

blending the traditional with the contemporary in a manner that has won instant consumer 

appeal, starting a revolution in trends that has now been taken up by countless other boutiques 

and stores. Aarong’s product designs focus on the diverse types and textures of crafts and 

patterns that have been passed along from generation to generation among weavers and artisans 

in craft hubs around the 

country.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jamindar_Ginni_Dolls_from_Aarong_by_Ragib_Hasan.j

pgAarong products include Nakshikantha, pottery, crafts on brass, jute, wood, candles, leather, 

hand woven cloth and silk products, jewelry and a wide variety of trendy yet indigenous products. 

The store specialties include Nakshikantha (a traditional form of embroidery rooted to the core of 

Bangladeshi village women) and Jamdani sarees. 

 

DESHI DOSH at Bashundhara City is the unique 

concept of fusing 10 renowned deshi fashion houses 

with similar perceptions housed under one roof has 

enticed many a shopper in the city as the fame of Deshi 

Dosh continues to soar. Now, there is no need to roam 

around the city, fighting the traffic just to check out what 

is on offer at the deshi fashion houses. You will find 

Nipun, Probortona, Kay Kraft, Anjan’s, Rang, Banglar 

Mela, Shadakalo, Bibiana, Deshal and Nogordola 

exhibiting their respective collections with their own 

unique spaces.Take a trip to Deshi Dosh in Bashundhara 

City, spend hours, shop, eat, relax and experience an entirely new flavour of shopping.  

 

 

List of Shopping Malls in Dhaka, Bangladesh:  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_shopping_malls_in_Bangladesh#In_Dhaka     


